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DID YOU KNOW? 

Welcome to “DID YOU KNOW” where you’ll find topics on what you 

absolutely need to know when planning your next trip to Madison and the 

Grand River Valley Wine Region. 

 

Hello!  We’re Laura and Norm Shimko and we have lived in The Grand 

River Valley Wine Region for nearly 10 years. 

Together, we run “His Majesty’s Bed & Breakfast” right in the heart of 

the region, and we welcome guests from all over the world. 

We hope to be able to welcome you too, very soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.hismajestys.com 
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This guide is designed to help you get the most out of your trip to 

The Grand River Valley Wine Region, so here’s what you’ll find inside: 

 

1  Wineries of The Grand River Valley 

 

2  Breweries, Distilleries & Cider Houses 

 

3  Annual Events 

 

4  Entertainment & Unique Attractions  

 

5  Covered Bridges of Ashtabula County 

 

6  Outdoor Activities 

 

7  Nurseries, Farms & Gardens 

 

8  Antique & Specialty Shops 

 

9  Restaurants 
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1. Wineries of the Grand River Valley 

 

 
 

Did you know that Ohio ranks in the top ten of the wine producing 

states?  The warm sunny days and cool nights in North East Ohio 

create a unique and special growing area which produces award 

winning wines. 

 

Wine production was thriving in the Grand River Valley region since 

the 1800’s but by the 1920’s the vineyards were devastated 

Prohibition.  However, by the 70’s there was revitalization in wine 

production. 

 

Many cool climate wines are produced in this area such as from the 

wide variety of grapes, ranging from Chardonnay, Riesling and Cab 

Franc to Chambourcin, Malbec and Traminette. 

 

The Grand River Valley American Viticulture Area (AVA), established 

in 1983, has grown exponentially over the last 35+ years, growing 

from a mere four to over 30 unique wineries.   

 

The wine festivals and trails along with the entertainment have 

turned the Grand River Valley into a destination getaway.  
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Within a 10 – 15 miles radius, you can visit a winery in an 1892 

country church, the largest estate winery in Ohio or a newly 

constructed hunting lodge style winery.   Depending on the time of 

year, visitors can cozy by the idyllic fireplaces in the fall and winter 

or take in the warm days of spring and summer on the patios and 

decks all while enjoying a variety of live entertainment.  The area 

has become more than a one day trip-you’ll want to plan for at least 

two or three days here.  CLICK HERE to view our exclusive wine 

tours. 

 

2.  Distilleries, Breweries & Cider Houses 

 

 
 

Did you know that there is a long history of producing spirits in Lake 

and Ashtabula counties?  The first distillery dates back to the early 

1800’s and, just like the wine industry, was booming until Prohibition 

went into effect.  In fact, many locals tell stories of relatives 

bootlegging in barns during the Prohibition.  The good news is, the 

process of creating spirits, in any form, is alive and well in the Grand 

River Valley.  

Over the past 10 years, there has been a boom in the opening of 

micro distilleries, micro and nano breweries and cider houses in the 

area.  The Grand River Valley is home to the first micro brewery 

inside a winery, a nano brewery in a historic building, a micro 

https://www.hismajestys.com/wine-tours-of-the-grand-riv
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distillery in a century old barn and several cider houses attached to 

wineries. In keeping with the rich history of the area, vodka and 

bourbon are created using locally sourced grapes by one of the 

distilleries. 

 

When planning your next trip to the area, be sure to include a day to 

8”stop at the distilleries, breweries and cider houses.  You won’t be 

disappointed. 

 

3. Annual Events 

 

 
 

Did you know that there is an annual festival to celebrate the grape 

harvest?  The Geneva Grape Jamboree, a two day celebration of 

grapes, is just one of many annual events in the Grand River Valley.   

 

Depending on the time of year you visit, there are many wine trails 

for you to enjoy; Wine and Chocolate, Wine N Bloom, Turkey Trot, 

Tannenbaum trail and Ice Wine. 

 

The yearly calendar is full of fun and unusual events for everyone to 

enjoy; festivals to celebrate winter, parades to welcome spring, hot 

air balloon festival to celebrate summer and a jamboree to welcome 

the harvest season.  
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There is even a unique event to celebrate the coming of summer; 

you are encouraged to bring your old winter socks to burn and break 

out your summer flip-flops.  

  

Are you a more of a history buff?  Visit the area during the D Day 

Reenactment, the world’s largest WWII living history event.  If you 

are interested in the medieval era, visit during the Great Lakes 

Medieval Faire.  

 

No matter your interest, you will always find an event perfect for 

you. 

 

4. Entertainment & Unusual Attractions 

 

 
 

Did you know that Madison is home to one of Ohio’s most haunted 

locations?   The Madison Seminary is just one of the unique places 

you can visit on your next trip to the Grand River Valley.  

 

When visiting the Grand River Valley, you have many options for 

entertainment to enjoy throughout the year; live theater 

productions, musical events and comedy shows , just to name a few. 
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Many of the wineries have live music, from soft acoustic music to 

bands you can dance to.  The night life doesn’t end there; enjoy a 

little karaoke, drag queen shows and billiards at the local bars.  

 

Looking for something a bit different?  Grab your flashlight and head 

out on a ghost hunt at the Seminary or have your future predicted 

with a psychic reading.  Visit during the fall and attempt the haunted 

winery and corn maze. 

 

Spend a day reliving your childhood roller skating, go cart riding, 

playing in the arcades and browsing in the candy store in historic 

Geneva on the Lake. 

 

5. Covered Bridges of Ashtabula County 

 

 
 

Did you know that when you visit the Grand River Valley you can 

drive through the shortest and the longest covered bridges in 

America?   

Ashtabula County is home to 19 covered bridges and is known as 

the covered bridge capital of Ohio.  The area had over 60 wooden 

covered bridges at one time but many have been replaced with 

modern bridges.  It might surprise you that not all of the covered 
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bridges are old; several bridges were built as recently as 2016.  

Many of the bridges do, however, date back to the mid 1800’s 

 

Enjoy a self guided driving tour of the bridges; you can drive 

through 16 of the bridges and walk through the remaining three.  

Pack a picnic lunch to enjoy along the way, or stop and have lunch 

in an actual covered bridge that was dismantled and turned into a 

pizza parlor.   

 

Every October, there is a festival to celebrate the Covered Bridges.  

The Festival includes many activities including a parade, a car show 

and entertainment. 

 

6. Outdoor Activities 

 

 
 

Did you know that you are never more than 15 minutes away from a 

great adventure in the Grand River Valley?  Lake and Ashtabula 

counties are the perfect place for the nature lover or adventure 

seeker.     

 

Take advantage of four seasons of outdoor fun; enjoy a day at the 

Lake in the summer, a hike in the woods in the fall, a day of 
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snowshoeing in the winter and a casual walk along the lake in the 

spring.   

 

Just in case you’re looking for something a little more 

adventuresome; try climbing a 50’ observation tower to take in the 

beautiful views of Lake Erie or a 120’ emergent tower to feel like 

you’re on top of the world; zip through the trees or challenge 

yourself on a high ropes course. 

 

Bring your bike, kayak or canoe and spend a day exploring the great 

outdoors of the Grand River Valley.    

 

7. Nurseries, Gardens & Farms 

 

 
 

Did you know that while staying in the Grand River Valley you can 

pick your own fruits or veggies?  Lake and Ashtabula Counties are 

known as the Nursery Belt of Ohio and have many Pick-Your-Own 

farms.  

 

Have you ever wanted to pick your own grapes?  During the harvest 

season, you can stop at many local vineyards to pick your own 

grapes.  Once you get home, you can make your own jellies and 

jams.   
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There is a wide variety of fruits and veggies that are available to pick 

depending on the month you visit.   If you have never picked your 

own fruit and veggies, you are in for a treat, there’s nothing more 

delicious than the taste of fresh produce.   

 

Not interested in picking your own but would still like to enjoy some 

fresh fruits or veggies at home.  Don’t worry; you can always stop 

and buy some at one of the many family owned produce markets in 

the area.  

 

Be sure to make some time during your visit to stop at one or two of 

our many nurseries.  Take home a few seasonal annuals or 

perennials and bring a little Madison to your house. 

 

8. Antique & Specialty Shops 

 

 

Did you know that just a short drive from the Grand River Valley is a 

General Store that has been in business since 1840?   

Antique shopping is a great way to spend a day while visiting the Grand 

River Valley.  Visiting one of the many specialty shops is a must if you 

enjoy the thrill of finding that one of a kind item. There are several 
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shops in the Grand River Valley that specialize in rustic and shabby chic 

items as well as architectural pieces. 

There is a great, nostalgic candy shop that has over 1500 different 

types of candies in Madison.  If it is still made, chances are good they 

will have it.   

There are many different shops in the area to visit from a historic donut 

shop in Geneva on the Lake, an old fashioned Soda Fountain in Geneva 

or a Lavender farm gift shop located in Madison.   Step back in time at 

the General Store with some penny candy and an ice cream cone.  

Browse the many local antique and specialty shops and take home a 

treasure. 

9. Restaurants 

 

 
 

Did you know that the majority of restaurants in the Grand River 

Valley are locally owned? 

 

The Grand River Valley is overflowing with great restaurants choices.  

There are casual places to grab a quick snack, upscale restaurants to 

enjoy a romantic dinner and even a spot to experience a unique 

speakeasy restaurant.   
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If you get a little hungry while exploring all that the Grand River 

Valley has to offer, stop in at one of the local diners, coffee shops or 

specialty pizza places for a quick bite.  

 

There is no shortage of restaurants for dinner.  Depending on what 

you are craving, you can enjoy a casual meal at a local winery, a 

great seafood dinner near the lake, or have an authentic sushi 

experience.  Many of the local restaurants also have entertainment 

on the weekends for you to enjoy. 

 

You’ll be happy to know that you won’t leave the Grand River Valley 

hungry. 

 

 

We hope that you’ve enjoyed reading, and that we’ve inspired you to 

come and visit the Grand River Valley.  Please take a look at our website 

by CLICKING HERE. 

                                         

We are looking forward to welcoming you to your home away from home 

in the Grand River Valley, and of course, if you have any questions, we’d 

love to hear from you. 

     

https://www.hismajestys.com./


 
 

© Laura and Norm Shimko https://www.hismajestys.com Tel : 440-221-1758 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to take a peek at our social media pages 
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